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Opening Illustration 

The year is 1944. It’s the era of Churchill, Hitler, John Curtin.  

A period of terrible war:  

when the world seemed a mix of fire and smoke. 

It’s 11:20am Sunday morning, June 18th in London 

   And the city has been under siege.  

The Germans' bombing of the city had begun days before  

and has caused tremendous casualties: 

over 10,000 in a week according to one historian.  

It was the stuff of madness,  

catastrophic for the city. 

In the midst of the aerial invasion,  

with sirens blaring and chaos reigning,  

Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones, pastor of Westminster Chapel, 

isn’t deterred by the circumstances. 

 Those unfamiliar with Lloyd-Jones, 

  He’s considered by many 

   The greatest preacher of the 20th Century.  

 

On this Sunday morning,  

during their regular church gathering,  

Lloyd-Jones stands before his flock praying. 

Church members can hear a plane closing in,   

but Lloyd-Jones has begun his "pastoral prayer,"  

and he doesn’t stop.  

The whine from the plane overhead grows  

too loud for him to continue, and so he pauses.  

The congregation hold their breath.  
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Then the bomb falls.  

There’s a massive explosion. 

Debris falls from the ceiling. 

The structure of the chapel cracks.  

One woman had closed her eyes moments before;  

she opens them, and sees fine white dust  

covering her fellow parishioners. 

She wonders if she’s in heaven! 

Panic is in the air.  

The congregation rise to their feet: 

The church members wait to see  

how their pastor will react.  

Will he weep? Will he run? Will he panic? 

 

He will not!  

With sirens still screaming,  

Dr Lloyd-Jones resumes his pastoral prayer.  

When he finally finishes, he announces to the people: 

Any who wish to do so  

can move under the gallery for safety.  

Then he continues ahead with the worship service: 

He opens his Bible, and without missing a beat,  

He starts preaching God's Word to the people.  

It’s a remarkable scene: 

a stunning portrait of Christian courage.  

Even as the world burns,  

the pastor leads his church in worship. 

    In prayer and Bible reading. 



Page 3 of 16 
 

Friends, our world is facing a new crisis,  

a new evil at the moment. 

 We aren’t burning through war,  

but we are being infected by a deadly virus. 

Where do we find the courage, the peace, the strength 

 To worship God, to trust him,  

despite the carnage around us  

   And potentially even the virus in us. 

Matthew 8-9 shows us! 

Let’s Pray 

 

Big Idea – What kind of man is this? 

In Matthew 8:27, the disciples ask the right question: 

What kind of man is this? 

 Of course, they’re referring to Jesus.  

What kind of man is this? 

The Gospel writer, makes it very clear 

What kind of man Jesus is: 

He’s a man with authority. 

In the SOTM, Matthew chs. 5-7,  

Jesus teaches with authority. 

And in Matthew chs. 8-9,  Jesus acts with authority. 

I encourage you to keep follow along in your Bibles 

    As we sweep over these 2 chapters. 
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8:5-13 A Man with Authority 

Matt 8:5 as Jesus enters Capernaum  

He’s approached by a Centurion, a Roman officer: 

“Lord, my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.”  

Most Jews are hostile to these Roman occupiers… 

      They’re the enemy!  

But Jesus – having just taught about loving our enemies –  

  Is willing to enter the Centurion’s home and heal. 

But then Centurion says something amazing…  

We’re told even Jesus is amazed! 

v8 Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.  

But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.  

For I myself am a man under authority,  

with soldiers under me.  

I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes;  

and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes.  

I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  

 

This humble Centurion understands how authority works. 

 In Roman Society, the emperor has supreme authority. 

  & this authority can be delegated to his officers. 

So when the Centurion speaks, he speaks with authority. 

 He speaks on behalf of the emperor. 

 He speaks with the entire Roman Empire at his back. 

This Centurion understands authority… he gets it. 

 And he recognises Jesus also has authority. 

  When Jesus speaks, he speaks on behalf of God. 

   His words have God’s power behind them.  
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Jesus, I know you have authority…  

So just say the word; just give the command 

 and my servant will be healed. 

Seeing the Centurion’s faith, Jesus responds, v13 

“Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would.”  

And his servant was healed at that moment.  

 

8:14-17 Authority Over Sickness & Disease 

Jesus then enters Peter’s house, v14. 

Archaeologist’s believe they’ve identified Peter’s house 

    Under the ruins of an early church.  

 Peter’s mother-in-law is lying down with a fever. 

  Jesus touches her and the fever leaves. 

By evening, many who are sick and demon-possessed 

      Are brought to him. 

  Jesus delivers them & heals them with a word.  

Jesus is fulfilling Isaiah 53:4: 

         “He took up our infirmities  

         and bore our diseases.”  

Because of Jesus’ substitutionary, atoning work on the cross, 

 Jesus removes our sin, 

 And he’s able to remove the consequences of our sin.  

  Jesus has authority over sickness & disease. 

In heaven, in glory, in the new Creation; 

There will be no virus, to plague, no sickness of any kind. 

   Jesus conquers it all on the cross, 

    And has power to heal. 
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8:23-27 Authority Over Nature 

Jesus is again is crowded by people. v18 

 He’s tired. He’s looking for rest.  

He has no place to lay his head.   

See the toll, the burden that Jesus is carrying. 

In his human nature he’s exhausted by the people. 

So he gives orders to his disciples: 

   Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.  

 

Jesus gets onto the boat with his disciples, v23: 

They’re crossing to the other side 

     When a furious storm hits.  

Jesus is peacefully asleep. 

He’s finally getting some rest 

while the winds & waves are raging. 

The disciples on the other hand are far from peaceful.  

They’re freaking out!  

In desperation, they wake him up: 

  Lord save us! We’re going to drown! 

Jesus responds: v26 

You of little faith, why are you so afraid? 

It’s a fascinating question:  

 Why are they so afraid? 

On a basic level, obviously the disciples are afraid of the storm. 

 They’re life is in real danger.  

They’re at risk of drowning and dying… 

That’s why they’re are afraid, like many in our world today.  

But there’s more to it: Jesus hits the nail on the head. 
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He recognises the real issue is here… 

 The disciples have little faith. 

 In the midst of the storm, they don’t really trust Jesus. 

   If they trusted him, they wouldn’t be fearful.  

  They would’ve known they were safe & secure. 

   Jesus lead them into that storm, 

   & he can certainly lead them out of it! 

Rather than trusting Jesus, having peace with him in the storm 

 They focus on the winds and waves around them, 

   And become anxious and fearful.  

Jesus displays why they don’t need to be afraid: 

He gets up, rebukes the wind and the waves: 

 And as easily as flicking a light switch, 

   the scene becomes completely calm. 

The doubting disciples are amazed and ask: 

“What kind of man is this?  

Even the winds and the waves obey him!” 

What kind of man is this? Jesus is a man with authority! 

  Authority over sickness and disease. 

  Authority of nature. 
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8:28-34 Authority Over Demons 

Jesus and his disciples arrive on the other side of the lake v28. 

 2 violent demoniacs from the tombs meet them. 

“What do you want with us, Son of God?  

Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time? 

If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.”  

Notice Jesus’ response in vs 32: He says one word: “Go!” 

 The demons leave the men, enter the pigs,  

  & then rush into the lake and drown themselves. 

Why are pigs involved? 

Perhaps it’s tangible evidence the men have been set free. 

Perhaps it’s tangible evidence this was truly  

demon-possession and not simply mental illness. 

 Demons are real. 

  And Jesus has authority over them. 

   Casting them out with a single word. 

 

These men have been set-free. Amazing right? 

The townspeople didn’t think so… v34 

 All those pigs dying… 

it cost them a lot of money! 

Jesus go away… we don’t want you here. 

 They cared more about their pigs, 

  Then the people enslaved by Satan.  
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9:1-8 Authority Over Sin; To Forgive 

Jesus again steps into the boat and goes to his hometown, ch.9. 

 A paralysed man, lying on a mat, is brought to him. 

Seeing their faith, Jesus says to the man: 

“Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”  

This poor man came to Jesus for healing of his body: 

 But Jesus offers him so much more: 

  The healing of his soul. 

   Sins forgiven: Everlasting life with God. 

So many today are concerned with their physical health, 

 While completely neglecting their spiritual health. 

Diligently avoiding the Corona-virus. 

Desperately seeking a cure to this disease. 

 And yet are utterly complacent towards  

the far deadlier disease of sin! 

 

The blood of Jesus is the cure: he offers forgiveness. 

The teachers of law are outraged! 

 This fellow is blaspheming! 

  Who is he to forgive sins? 

  Only God has the right to forgive! 

Seeing their thoughts, Jesus is omniscient, he replies:  

I want you to know that the Son of Man  

has authority on earth to forgive sins.”  

So Jesus displays his authority,  

Saying to the paralyzed man for all to hear: 

“Get up, take your mat and go home.”  

Then the man got up and went home. 
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What kind of man is Jesus? He’s a man with authority! 

  Authority over sickness and disease. 

  Authority over nature. 

  Authority over demons. 

  Authority to forgive sin. 

 

9:18-26 Authority Over Death  

A synagogue leader comes and kneels before Jesus v18: 

“My daughter has just died.  

But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” 

Jesus goes, but on the way,  

a woman subject to bleeding for 12 years  

comes up behind him and touches the edge of his cloak.  

She thinks to herself,  

“If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.”  

And she is!  

Jesus has such authority he doesn’t even need to say anything! 

Just a touch from Jesus brings healing! 

He arrives at the synagogue leaders house, 

 Takes the hand of the dead corpse – he touches the girl!  

And brings her back to life. 
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Application – Responding To Jesus 

What kind of man is this? 

 He’s a man with authority! 

  Authority over sickness and disease,  

   Over nature and demons.  

Over sin and even death itself. 

In other words. Jesus is the Son of God. God Incarnate. 

 He has a human nature like us: he gets tired and weary. 

 But unlike us he has also a divine nature. 

  He has God’s authority, because Jesus is God. 

 

It’s often said:  

 It doesn’t matter which religion you follow, 

  Because they all worship the same God. 

Well… that’s only true if all religions worship Jesus Christ: 

    The second person of the Trinity. 

 Jesus is the God of Christianity.   

  He is the one we believe, we worship, we obey. 

It’s through faith, trust, dependence on him 

  Where we find peace, courage and strength  

     In our time of crisis! 
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Application – Personal Experience 

Last weekend and earlier this week, 

 I became quite anxious, fearful, overwhelmed.  

The virus, the panic-buying, the stock-market free-fall. 

The responses from Government,  

responses from our Bishop and Archbishop.  

The great uncertainty! 

I was following it all on the internet.  

Listening to it in the news. 

I found myself consumed by all the information. 

Checking the news and my emails every hour.  

Every half hour. Every 10mins 

  Constantly looking for the latest updates. 

And as I immersed myself in it all,  

 I found myself becoming more anxious & overwhelmed. 

I was like those disciples in the boat. 

They were focussing on the storm, rather than trusting Jesus. 

Well, I was focussing on the virus, the fear, the uncertainty, 

     Rather than trusting in Jesus. 

 

By Wednesday I had enough. 

 I went offline. Stopped checking emails. 

Stopped focussing and dwelling on the danger. 

  I enjoyed my day off.  

Thanked God for the little things. 

But most of all I prayed. I read my Bible. 

I renewed my trust in Jesus. 

 And the peace of the Lord came on me.  
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Application – Peace Through Trusting Jesus 

Friends, where can the disciples find peace in the storm? 

Where can Dr Lloyd-Jones find courage in the midst of WW? 

Where can I find rest and calm in the midst of Corona-Virus? 

 It’s in Jesus! In trusting in Jesus! In looking to Jesus! 

  Because he has authority over it all! 

 

B+S, are you anxious and fearful at the moment? 

 About your health?  

About your job? 

 About your superannuation? 

 About your future? 

 About death? 

Are you anxious and fearful at the moment? 

 Like I was? Like the disciples were? 

  Because we don’t have to be! 

In the deepest valley.  

In the darkest storm.  

In the dangerous pandemic. 

 Turn to Jesus. Trust in Jesus.  

  He has all authority! 

He can give you peace, calm, rest and courage.  
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Final Encouragement – Jesus is Merciful & Compassionate 

Two blind men are following Jesus in 9v27,  

They call out to him: “Have mercy on us, Son of David!”  

  And Jesus shows them great mercy. 

Going through the crowds and villages, 

Jesus sees the crowds in v36 and has compassion on them: 

they are harassed and helpless,  

like sheep without a shepherd. 

What a perfect description of our panicking world right now: 

they are harassed and helpless,  

like sheep without a shepherd. 

 

B+S, Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth. 

 But he’s also merciful, and full of compassion. 

Jesus saw our plight in this fallen world: 

 And in mercy and compassion 

 He came to be our shepherd. To die for us. To save us.  

Jesus welcomes all  

who comes to him in faith and with humility, 

 No matter who they are! 

The unclean leper. 

The Roman officer. 

The sinful tax-collector. 

The woman with her period. 

The young girl’s corpse. 
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In Jewish society, all these people were unclean: 

These are the one’s infected with Coronavirus. 

 Don’t touch these people! 

 Don’t go near them! 

  They may infect you with their sin! 

Stay away from me you filthy leper, you Roman scum, 

You traitorous tax collected, you disgusting woman, 

 You unclean corpse. 

  They are the outcasts. Socially distant. 

But not too Jesus. He has mercy on them. 

He touches them. Eats with them. Cares for them. Heals them. 

 

And he does it despite his tiredness and exhaustion: 

Throughout the Gospels, like these 2 chapters,  

We see Jesus constantly swamped by crowds.  

  Constantly called upon to give, to help, to heal.  

If this was me, I probably would’ve snapped:  

Just back-off! Don’t you realise I’m an introvert. 

  Everyone, just give me some space. 

   Give me some time alone. 

    I’m sick of you all 

    and all your problems. 

     You just Take! Take! Take! 
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Jesus could’ve held a real grudge here. 

 Look! I’ve come to sacrifice my life for you bunch. 

 I’m going to suffer on a Cross for you sinners… 

  Isn’t that enough?  

Do you have to bring me all your other problems as well? 

  Can’t you just leave me to die for you in peace? 

Friends, Jesus isn’t like that!  

  Jesus isn’t like you and me! 

He’s infinitely patient, and kind, and gentle. 

 He’s merciful and compassionate. 

He doesn’t just die for our sins. 

 He wants to walk with us every moment of our lives. 

  To be our shepherd through  

every trial, temptation and doubt we face. 

So in your time of need are you coming to Jesus? 

 He’s always there, he’s waiting, he’s willing to help! 

 

Friends, we are facing an unprecedented crisis! 

 It’s a crisis… but it’s also an opportunity. 

  To love our neighbours. 

  To care for the sick and the dying. 

  To help the needy, the isolated, the outcast. 

  To be witnesses to Christ in the Yarra Valley. 

What kind of man is Jesus? 

A man with authority. He’s merciful & compassionate. 

  Welcoming all who come to him in faith. 

Are you trusting in Jesus? & are you bringing others to Jesus, 

Like the friends helping the paralysed man on a stretcher? 


