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Opening Illustration 

A good sermon will typically give practical application 

 For the content that has just been delivered.  

An exhortation is made 

Encouragement is given  

For the listeners to act 

For them to make a decision 

Based on what they’ve heard from God’s word. 

  We’ve heard what the Lord requires of us, 

   & we’re called to put it into practice. 

In this we preachers are simply following  

the greatest teacher of all in the greatest sermon of all. 

 

Today we conclude our series on Jesus’ SOTM. 

I hope you have been encouraged & equipped it? 

& in this final section, our saviour gives the final application 

For all he has said in his sermon. 

Having heard all his preaching, 

We can either choose to accept Jesus & his teaching. 

Or we can choose to reject Jesus & his teaching.  

 What choice are we going to make? 

Let’s pray. 
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Big Idea – Faith in Christ 

On the surface this seems a fairly easy passage to understand. 

It’s full of contrasts: 

 There are 2 gates, 2 paths leading to 2 destinations. 

   Enter through the narrow gate. 

 There are 2 trees with 2 kinds of fruit. 

   Be a good tree that bears good fruit. 

 There are 2 foundations on which to build your house. 

   Build on the rock.  

Jesus concludes the greatest sermon ever preached 

Showing us there are two ways to live: 

  A right way and a wrong way.  

  If you choose the right way 

   you will enter the kingdom of heaven. 

      Simple right? 

 

But is it that simple? 

 In the midst of Jesus’s teaching, 

We find some of the scariest verses in all of Holy Scripture: 

v21-23 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’  

will enter the kingdom of heaven,  

but only the who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  

Many will say to me on that day,  

‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name  

and in your name drive out demons  

and in your name perform many miracles?’  

Then I will tell them plainly,  

‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 



Page 3 of 15 
 

Explanation 

These are sobering, challenging verses. 

These are the kind of verses that make you pause and think: 

Wait a minute: Am I one of these disciples? 

Am I one of those who will miss out on God’s kingdom? 

Here we have people who seem to be Christians. 

  They’re doing Christian works in Jesus’ name. 

  They recognise Jesus is Lord. 

  They cry out: Lord, Lord, revealing their passion. 

These people have ministry, theology, enthusiasm. 

On the surface they appear to be just like you and me! 

And yet when the day comes, they’re banished! 

Why? Why doesn’t Jesus welcome them into God’s kingdom? 

  

Hear his response to them in v23:  

I don’t know you! In fact, I never knew you! 

Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

Friends: unless we are known by Jesus, 

 Unless we have a relationship with him, 

    We cannot enter God’s Kingdom. 

Hear what he says in v21 

 Unless we do the will of God the Father, 

  We cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. 

What is God’s will for your life? John 6:40 

My Father’s will is that  

everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him  

shall have eternal life,  

and I will raise them up at the last day. 
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Application 

God’s will for you is to believe in Jesus 

   To trust in Jesus 

   To have faith in Jesus. 

Have faith in Christ and you shall have eternal life. 

Faith in Christ: This is what these people lack. 

  This is why they’re rejected  

from entering God’s kingdom. 

Instead of believing in Christ they’re trying to manipulate him. 

 Jesus, I prophesied in your name. 

  I drove out demons in your name. 

  I did miracles in your name. 

 Look at all these things I’ve done for you! 

  So now… you have to let me into your kingdom. 

    You have to reward me! 

    I’ve earnt this Jesus! You owe me! 

Do you see? 

 Instead of believing in Jesus as their saviour. 

 They try to manipulate Jesus and save themselves. 

 

Here’s the point. There are the two ways we can live: 

There are two kinds of people in the world: 

Those who have faith in themselves. 

 Those who trust in their own goodness, 

 Those who believe they can save themselves. 

 And those who have faith in Jesus. 

  Those who trust in his goodness. 

  Those who believe he can save them. 
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In these sobering verses, Jesus is saying loud and clear: 

A true Christian, a true follower of mine 

is someone who has faith in me. 

We cannot save ourselves, 

Regardless of how many good works we do! 

We are saved by faith alone in Christ alone.  

The other 3 metaphors show us what faith in Christ looks like. 

 Let’s consider them.  

 

ONE – Narrow or Wide Gate 

The 1st Metaphor – vs13-14: 

Faith in Christ produces obedience to Christ. 

There are 2 gates, 2 roads and 2 destinations. 

 The wide gate and the broad road 

leading to destruction and separation from God. 

 The small gate and the narrow road 

leading to eternal life in God’s kingdom.  

& Jesus tells his followers, in fact commands us, his followers: 

     Choose the narrow gate. 
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Explanation 

There are many today who believe all the world religions  

Roughly teach the same thing. 

 That there are many roads and gates to God.  

But that’s not what Jesus teaches.  

 When it comes to our salvation… 

  When it comes to entry into God’s kingdom… 

   We must enter through the narrow gate! 

Of course it’s a metaphor isn’t it? 

  In John’s Gospel Jesus says: I am the gate. 

      I am the way, the road. 

  No-one comes to the Father except through me. 

Peter, full of the Holy Spirit, in Acts 4:12 preaches: 

Salvation is found in no one else,  

for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind  

by which we must be saved.” 

 

At this point Christian’s are accused of being narrow-minded. 

 And we don’t tend to like that accusation. 

But… if we’re honest… there’s a degree of truth to it! 

  When it comes to hope for humanity: 

Only Christ has died for our sin. 

Only he has risen again to conquer death. 

Only he can save us,  

& open the gate into the presence of  

the almighty and holy God. 

 No other religion or philosophy. 

 No other person or prophet or practice can do this! 
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Application 

So there are two roads, and we all have a choice: 

  God doesn’t force us. We have freedom. 

If we want eternal life in God’s glorious presence, 

  Choose the narrow gate and path 

   Obeying Christ and his teaching. 

But if we don’t want eternal life with God,  

If we’d rather be our own God & worship ourselves, 

  Choose the wide gate & broad path, 

   Reject Jesus’ teaching.   

 

TWO – Good or Bad Fruit 

Point 1: Faith in Christ produces obedience to Christ. 

  Friend, are you following Christ in obedience?  

Point 2: Faith in Christ produces good works for Christ. 

Metaphor #2 in vs15-20. 

There are 2 trees with 2 kinds of fruit. 

   Bad trees with bad fruit. 

   Good trees with good fruit. 

The context is concerning false prophets. 

 There are those who profess to be Christians. 

  Those who profess to follow Christ.  

 They may look the part and say they belong.  

  They come in sheep’s clothing. 

   But inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 

    Their intention is destruction.  

Jesus says twice, vs 16 and 20:  

by their fruit you will recognise them. 
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In other words: regardless of what these false teachers say, 

 Their behaviour isn’t pleasing to God.  

  They ‘re not really following Christ. 

   God’s Spirit doesn’t live inside them. 

 And because they’re not bearing good fruit: 

They will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

Application 

Faith and good works are as inseparable as sun and sunlight.  

Faith is the sun; good works are its rays. 

  If we have faith in Christ. 

  If we are following him in obedience. 

  If we are the adopted children of God. 

  If we have his Spirit living in us. 

  If we are the light of the world. 

   It will show through our fruit. 

   It will show through our good works. 

It’s been said: 

A man who claims to have faith without works  

is like a man who puts all his effort  

into building the foundation of a house  

but never builds anything on it. 

Again, our good works don’t save us. They can’t save. 

We are saved through faith alone in Christ alone! 

Every other religion teaches: 

you give God a good record and God looks after you.  

But the gospel is the opposite:  

God gives us a good record through faith in Chist 

And re respond by giving him good works. 
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Point 2: Faith in Christ produces good works for Christ. 

 We have the right foundation and we build upon it. 

  So friends, do you have good works? 

   Is there good fruit in your life? 

 

THREE – Building on Rock or Sand 

Faith in Christ: 

Produces obedience to Christ. 

Produces good works for Christ. 

And Point 3: Faith in Christ produces perseverance in Christ. 

The third and final metaphor is in v24-27: 

 There’s the wise man who builds his house, 

  On the firm foundation of the rock. 

   Though it is tested, 

This house remains standing. 

 And there’s the foolish man who builds his house  

  On the shifting sands. 

   But when it is tested, 

   It falls with a great crash.  

The wise man is the one who listens to Jesus’ teaching. 

  He believes it, obeys it, puts it into practice. 

The foolish man on the other hand listens to Jesus’ teaching 

  But doesn’t believe it, obey it, practice it.  
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Explanation 

Notice that both houses go through the storm. 

 The rain, the water, the winds smash the both houses. 

Even though we have faith in Jesus, 

 It doesn’t mean it will be smooth sailing. 

  There are storms, tests and trials in this life. 

Many of you know this from personal experience. 

Many of you are going through this at the moment. 

 Storms and earthquakes that are rocking your house. 

Both the wise and the foolish experience the storm. 

The Christian and non-Christian experience great tests. 

 But it’s the wise person who stays standing. 

 The one with Christ as their foundation who endures  

 The one with faith in Christ who perseveres. 

 

Here’s a picture to illustrate the point: See Picture below 

 In the foreground a man mowing his back lawn. 

 In the background a ferocious tornado.  

  It’s comical right? 

But this is what it’s like to have faith in Christ! 

 There might be a tornado on our doorstep, 

  But if we’ve built on the rock,  

If we’ve built our lives on Jesus, 

   We need not fear.  

   We can be confident we will stand.  
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Application 

How relevant this is for us at the moment. 

We are in the midst of a great, unprecedented storm. 

 A long and crippling national drought. 

 Ferocious and devastating bushfires. 

 A pandemic threatening to sweep across our nation. 

 The markets & economy teetering on a cliff’s edge. 

  Friends, our nation is being battered right now.  

But for Christian’s, those of us with true faith in Jesus, 

 We are on a firm foundation! 

 We will not be moved, no matter how bad it gets.  

The 1st question of the Heidelberg catechism famously asks: 

 What is your only comfort in life and death: 

This is the answer the catechism gives:  

That I am not my own, 

but belong—body and soul, in life and in death— 

to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, 

and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. 

He also watches over me in such a way 

that not a hair can fall from my head 

without the will of my Father in heaven; 

in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. 

It’s magnificent. It so few words it says so much! 

What a glorious statement of a Christian’s comfort & hope! 

 

  



Page 12 of 15 
 

Friends, if you have faith in Christ. 

 If your life is routed, grounded, founded on him, 

   Then you can stand firm and persevere 

   No matter what this life throws at you. 

You may lose your livelihood to a crippling draught.  

You may lose your property to bushfires.  

You may lose your savings & superannuation to recession. 

You may lose your health to the corona-virus. 

 You may experience it all head-on! The perfect storm! 

  But if you have Jesus as your rock, you will be ok. 

   You have all you truly need. 

    He will deliver you and reward you! 

   If not in this life, then certainly the next. 

Summing-up 

Let’s bring it all this together: 

 We cannot save ourselves. 

 Only Jesus can save us 

  Believe in Jesus. Have faith in Jesus. 

This is what faith in Christ looks like: 

Faith produces obedience to Jesus along the narrow pth. 

 Faith produces good fruit, good works for Jesus. 

 Faith produces perseverance in Jesus, 

  On his firm foundation we endure life’s storms. 

Do we have this faith? 

Where can we find this faith? 

 This faith comes when we hear the Gospel of Jesus. 

 When we remember all Christ has done for us. 
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Final Encouragement 

Some of you are old enough to remember the KJV: 

Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,  

which leadeth unto life 

We must stay on the strait and narrow. 

You know I never fully understood that phrase, 

   Until I researched for this sermon. 

I always thought the strait and narrow 

 Meant the path was a long straight line. 

  But actually, it’s the other word: strait. 

 

You probably know this:  

but STRAIGHT and STRAIT are homophones  

Two words pronounced the same way 

but have different meanings. 

Straight and Strait are homophones: 

2 different words with 2 different meanings. 

STRAIGHT using the first spelling, means  

free from curves, bends or angles. 

STRAIT using the second spelling means 

Constricted, Tight 

Limited in space or time 

Closely fitting  

Think of the Bass Strait: A narrow passageway  

connecting 2 large bodies of water. 

   Think of a straitjacket. 

   Or being in dire straits. 
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Why am I telling you this? 

When Jesus says we must walk through the strait and narrow. 

He’s not saying the path is a long straight line  

in the first sense. 

  He’s saying the path is narrow, constricting, tight. 

It can be a daunting call to follow Christ. 

But remember:  

before Christ calls us to walk the strait & narrow. 

   He walks it first for us. 

 

My wife is currently 36 weeks pregnant. 

 The baby in her womb is very constricted. 

  It’s tight in there at the moment. 

To think the Son of God, almighty, eternal, glorious in heaven. 

Became the son of Mary, and constricted himself to her womb, 

 Passing through the narrow birth canal for what? 

     For us? To be with us! 

The infinite Son of God, became the finite Son of man, 

     Limited by time and space.  

He was in dire straits. 

He experienced the straitjacket of the Roman Cross. 

 Here he was constricted, contorted,  

Squeezed and suffocated to death, for our sin. 

Jesus walked the strait and narrow for us and our salvation. 

 It is here, in this gospel, we find the faith, the courage 

 To follow him. To walk the strait and narrow for him.  
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Powerpoint 

 
 

Matthew 7:13-27 – Two Ways to Live 

2 Gates, 2 Roads, 2 Destinations (v13-14) 

2 Trees, 2 Kinds of Fruit (v15-20) 

2 Foundations, 2 Houses (v24-27) 

But what about v21-23? 

-- 

Matt 7:21 Unless we do the will of God the Father, we cannot enter the kingdom 

of heaven. 

John 6:40 My Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in 

him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 

-- 

Matthew 7:13-27 A Christian’s Faith 

Faith in Christ (v21-23) 

Produces Obedience to Christ v13-14 

Produces Good Works for Christ v15-20 

Produces Perseverance in Christ v24-27 

-- 

Matt 7:14 King James Version 

The Strait/Straight and Narrow 

Straight: free from curves, bends or angles. 

Strait: A narrow passageway, constricted, tight, limited in space or time, Closely 

fitting. Eg, the Bass Strait. A Straitjacket. 


