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Opening Illustration – Stop being a jerk! 

In primary school my dad observed 

some problematic tendencies in my personality. 

I was a popular kid. Lot’s a friends. 

 But dad noticed I could be a bit of a jerk sometimes. 

  I could be dismissive.  

Treat my friends with contempt. 

I could be unthoughtful, uncaring, unloving. 

Naturally this concerned my dad… 

   He loves me, he wants what’s best for me. 

So on one occasion he pulls me aside  

for a hard but honest conversation. 

 Son, if you continue to act like this 

  You won’t have any friends. 

   People don’t want to be mates with a jerk. 

   And sometimes you can be that way.  

 Think about how you treat others, 

  Or you may end up very lonely and unpopular. 

 

These days, I know I can still be a little bit of a jerk,  

but hopefully less often! 

The truth I was changed that day. 

That conversation changed the trajectory of my life. 

 I am a better man for it!  

 And I am certainly grateful for it! 

  There was a speck in my eye,  

and my loving dad helped me clean it out! 

Let’s Pray 
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Big Idea – Do Unto Others 

In the middle section of the SOTM, Jesus teaches about 

 Right Religion (6:1-18). Don’t be a hypocrite. 

 Right Priorities (6:19-34). Seek first God’s Kingdom. 

 And today (vs1-12) Right Relationships.  

Right Relationships are summed up in the Golden Rule: v12 

in everything, do to others  

what you would have them do to you,  

for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.  

Jesus captures the essence of God’s law in one simple phrase. 

 Treat others, as you would like them to treat you. 

  You want respect at work, in your social groups 

   Then show respect to your colleagues. 

  You want your children to be patient and gentle, 

   Be patient and gentle with them.  

You want to be welcomed, accepted,  

encouraged at church 

 Then welcome, accept, encourage others. 

 

Of course, central to this command is love. 

 Do you want others to treat you with love? 

 Do you want to feel, experience, receive love? 

 Then first go and love others. 

  Do this and you will keep God’s law.   

Do this and you will have right relationships. 

This Golden Rule is the foundation for having: 

 Right relationships with other Christian’s. 

And also Right relationships with Unbelievers. 
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ONE – How to Treat Other Christians 

Jesus 1st teaches how to treat our Christian brothers & sisters: 

If we see a speck of sawdust in their eye, help them remove it.  

 

We know how annoying it is to get something stuck in our eye: 

  An eye-lash, sand, dirt, mud. 

And what do we do when this happens? 

We go to a bathroom, to a mirror  

& clean it with water 

Ahhh… But remember the context of Jesus’ teaching: 

Jesus is a carpenter so he knows  

what’s it like to get sawdust in his eyes. 

And they’re in the middle-east with sand wind everywhere. 

 But mirrors don’t really exist yet. 

 Water is scarce, you draw it up from wells 

So back then, when you get something lodged in your eye 

  You really need someone to help you, 

   It’s not something you do for yourself. 

 

When I worked at Woolworth’s supermarkets 

 I often had to make big displays of coke 

  By cutting windows into the carboard boxes. 

On one occasion I push the boxcutter too far in, pierce a bottle 

 & Coke-a-Cola bursts into my eyes with great force. 

  It felt like being punched in the face with coke.  

 I’m stunned! With blurred vision, I stagger to the office 

   And my friend applies eye wash for me. 
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Application – Removing the Speck 

Jesus teaches that when you see a Christian brother or sister 

 With a speck of sawdust in their eye, 

 Or with sticky coke in their eyes, 

  Love them, care for them, help them remove it… 

  Treat them as you would have them treat you.  

Of course Jesus is using a metaphor isn’t he? 

  The point isn’t about sawdust at all!  

It’s much bigger than that! 

Jesus is talking about removing sin & foolishness from our life. 

  Like my dad did for me when I was at school.  

My dad loves me, he cares for me, he wants what’s best for me. 

 So when notices a speck in my eye. 

 When he notices how selfish I can be, 

    He helps me see it and remove it.  

 

This is how Jesus wants his followers to treat each other: 

 In love and care, we help each other  

remove that sawdust of sin. 

All of us need this kind of help! 

Because all of us have specks that need removing! 
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The Wrong Way – Judgmental and Hypocritical 

However, Jesus puts clear boundaries around this doesn’t he? 

v1 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.” 

It’s possibly the most misinterpreted saying of Jesus! 

When Christian’s make an ethical evaluation, 

  How often do we hear, ‘You shouldn’t judge!’ 

As though,  

we can’t ever evaluate something & say it’s wrong. 

 we can’t ever judge or criticise the behaviour of others. 

 

But is that really what Jesus is saying?  

Of course it isn’t! 

Discerning and evaluating between right & wrong, good & evil 

Is a normal, natural part of Christianity. 

This is how we recognise the specks in our eyes or our N’s eye! 

We must make sound judgments, moral evaluations. 

 

But then there’s a kind of judgment that punishes, condemns. 

It’s seen in a judgmental attitude: 

Looking down on a person with a sense of superiority:  

Look how dirty their eyes are! 

I’m better than them… 

Criticizing others & treating them with contempt  

Instead of treating them the way we would want: 

With loving concern. 
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Jesus describes this kind of judgmentalism as hypocritical. 

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust  

in your brother’s eye  

and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?  

How can you say to your brother,  

‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’  

when all the time there is a plank in your own eye?  

You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, 

and then you will see clearly  

to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.  

 

Friends, when we come to help our Christian brother or sister 

  Let’s not be judgmental, superior, hypocritical.   

Let’s not be like the politician who preaches unity in the party 

 While undermining the leadership behind the scenes.  

Like the Hollywood actor who preaches environmentalism 

 While flying around the world in their private jet. 

The progressive activist who preaches tolerance & acceptance 

 While shaming & savaging  

anyone with a different worldview. 

The radio shock-jock with double-standards  

that are so blatant and obvious! 

Friends, No!  

Jesus wants his followers to be humble, poor in spirit,  

Aware of our own planks, our sins,  

our shortcomings and failures. 

Before helping others with theirs. 
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Illustration – Be Self-aware and Humble 

It’s interesting that Jesus goes from a speck in their eye,  

to a plank in our own eye? 

There are some who are very good at finding faults in others, 

   And yet are oblivious to their own faults. 

But Jesus wants us to be more aware of our sin. 

If a splinter of wood lands in our neighbours eye, 

   It will appear very small to us like a speck. 

 But if that same splinter lands in our eye 

  It will look huge, massive, like a big plank  

     Because it’s so close. 

Our sin should be like a plank to us! We should see it clearly! 

We need a healthy sense of our own sins and failings. 

If we are to truly help others. 

As one commentator puts it: 

we must be harsher on ourselves than we are on others. 

 

Now if this is relevant to anyone… it’s relevant to me! 

 Here I am preaching week by week. 

Through God’s word,  

I’m trying to help people remove specks from their eyes. 

 It’s a big part of my ministry! 

   But I must not do this judgementally. 

   With a sense of superiority, or hypocrisy. 
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Before I stand here and preach God’s word to your life. 

I must first apply God’s word to my life  

Before I try and help remove specks from your eyes. 

  I must remove the planks from my eyes.  

This is why I like using personal examples. 

 It humbles me. I’m not superior or better than you.  

And I’m not being judgmental. 

I’m working on these things. 

I’m trying to remove my planks so I can see clearly,  

And hopefully I’m helping you remove your specks also! 

 

Explanation – Be Sensitive and Gentle 

So we help each other remove sawdust from our eyes. 

 We don’t do it with judgmentalism or hypocrisy. 

  But with humility and awareness of our own sin. 

But also, we remove specks with sensitivity!  

This is key… 

Jesus’ illustration here is genius. It’s brilliant.  

 

How do you remove a speck from someone’s eye? 

   With the utmost gentleness don’t you? 

Delicately. Carefully. Patiently. 

You don’t launch in with tweezers. 

You don’t scrape it off with sandpaper.  

You don’t just rip the eye out & put it through the dishwasher. 

You don’t clean an eye with an electric power hose to the face: 

  A powerful water gun, or a water balloon!  

 



Page 9 of 16 
 

No… You get a tissue. 

 You get a little cup of clean water. 

 You get a gentle eye-rinser. 

And only when the person is ready.  

Only when they’re still and calm and reassured 

  Do you delicately, sensitively remove the object.   

Gal 6:1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin,  

[if someone has a speck in their eye] 

you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. 

 

Application 

Friends, Jesus isn’t saying we can now go round  

and start poking each other in the eye 

  all in the name of removing specks. 

During the GOP, just start airing our grievances: 

 You tell nasty jokes. Your greedy. Your selfish.  

  You’re an impatient driver. You’re a gossip. 

 You’ve all got sawdust in your eyes,   

  And I’m here to help you clean it out. 

That isn’t what Jesus is saying: be sensitive! 

 Treat others and you would have them treat you! 

  So when someone notices a speck in your eye, 

   How would you like them to love you? 

[Spouses, after this sermon don’t just dump on each other! 

 Here’s my long list of specks I’ve seen in your eye.  

  No! Gentleness. Delicate. Wisdom. 

   Find the right time. Find the right moment. 

   & then speak the truth… in respect & love.] 
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Summing-up 

Friends, this is one aspect of right relationships. 

 Relationships in the body of Christ. 

  We love, care for and help each other. 

  We do this with humility, sensitivity, wisdom.   

 

TWO – How to Treat Non-Believers 

Then in v6, Jesus turns to our relationships with unbelievers. 

“Do not give dogs what is sacred;  

do not throw your pearls to pigs.  

If you do, they may trample them under their feet,  

and turn and tear you to pieces. 

It’s another metaphor isn’t it? 

 What are the pearls, the sacred things we give out? 

  It’s the pearl of great of price. The gospel. 

  The good news of salvation through Jesus. 

 Who are the dogs? Who are the pigs we give them to? 

  It’s unbelievers, those outside the family of God.  

And Jesus teaches: don’t feed pearls to pigs, 

 Don’t just throw the gospel at unbelievers  

  Or they may turn on you and tear you to pieces. 
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Now that doesn’t seem right? Sounds a bit harsh doesn’t it? 

We need to clarify this. 

What does Jesus mean? 

He’s not saying unbelievers are worthless dogs & pigs. 

  Jesus came to die and rise for these people. 

  They’re made in God’s image. 

 And he’s not saying to keep the gospel from them! 

  They need the gospel if they’re to be saved. 

Jesus expects his followers to go and share it. 

No! Jesus is making a point about how we share the gospel.  

Like relationships with our Christian neighbour, 

The relationships with our non-Christian neighbour 

needs to be full of love, care and concern. 

We must share the gospel  

But with humility, gentleness & wisdom. 

 

Illustration 

When Jemima was born we had great trouble  

getting her back up to her birthweight. 

As you probably know, when babies are born, 

 They initially lose weight, 

  And it’s vital they put that weight back on. 

The midwives keep close track of it.  
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Well, we struggled with Jemima.  

We had to force-feed her milk from a bottle. 

The midwife showed us the technique: 

 Keep the bottle firmly in place  

while massaging her throat until it all goes down. 

So we did… but a couple of times we over-fed her… 

 And what happened? 

The whole lot just got spewed out! 

 

Application 

Friends, if we try and force feed the gospel to unbelievers. 

 If we just dump it on them; ram it down their throat 

   Without gentleness, sensitivity or patience 

 Don’t be surprise when they spew it out and turn on us 

   Like the pigs and dogs in Jesus’ proverb. 

If unbelievers sense we’re judgmental: 

 Holier than thou with a sense of superiority, 

  They’ll reject our message. 

If they sense we’re hypocritical: 

 That our life doesn’t match with what we proclaim, 

 That we don’t practice what we preach, 

  They’ll dismiss us. 

But when sharing the gospel with unbelievers 

If they sense we care and want to help. 

That we’re genuine and humble. 

   We’re gentle and sensitive.  

   We’re patient and wise. 

   Then they’ll start to listen & open up.  
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Imagine if you were that unbeliever,  

 How would you want the Christian to treat you? 

Of course you want them to share the gospel! 

    You desperately need it… 

 But you would want them to share it  

With love, humility and authenticity. 

With patience, gentleness and wisdom. 

 

Illustration 

A few years ago Archbishop Peter Jenson appeared on Q&A. 

 Naturally a fairly hostile environment for Christians. 

Of course he’s asked a question about human sexuality. 

 The Archbishop gives a faithful, gracious answer 

  Upholding orthodox, Biblical Christianity. 

But the Archbishop sees his answer is being rejected. 

 So he shrugs shoulders and stops his answer. 

  He doesn’t push it. He doesn’t force it. 

   He doesn’t throw his pearls to pigs. 

 Does he love these people? Yes! 

 Does he want to give them the gospel? Absolutely. 

  But he knows, he can see they’re not ready for it. 

   So in wisdom, in obedience to Jesus, 

    He holds back. He waits 

and tries again with a later question. 
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Friends, this is what Jesus is saying. 

 We need to be ready to share the gospel at all times! 

 The pearl of great price, of inestimable worth. 

  But we need do it with love, sincerity, humility. 

 We don’t force it before people are ready. 

  Patience, sensitivity, gentleness, wisdom. 

It’s baby steps isn’t it?  

A slow journey of God working in their life. 

 

Conclusion 

Let’s sum this up: 

In everything, do to others  

what you would have them do to you. v12 

In love remove sawdust from your believing neighbours eye. 

 But do it carefully, with humility and gentleness. 

In love share the gospel with your unbelieving neighbour. 

 But do it patiently, with wisdom and sensitivity. 

  No judgmentalism. 

  No sense of superiority.  

  No hypocrisy. 

This is what it looks like for the follower of Christ 

     To enjoy right relationships! 

 

It’s a big call isn’t? By no means an easy thing… 

So what will help us live this way? 

Where do we find the humility and wisdom to be like this? 
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1st. remember to pray and ask God for help! 

I don’t think it’s a coincidence 

that Jesus includes in a call to prayer in vs7-11: 

 Ask. Seek. Knock. 

As we pray for love, humility and wisdom in our relationships 

 Jesus promises our prayers will be answered. 

It will be given.  

You will find.  

The door will be opened. 

Your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 

       So pray! 

 

And 2nd, remember that golden rule: 

 Treat others and you would like to be treated. 

Reflect on how Jesus treats me and you! 

 With the utmost gentleness, patience and compassion.  

Despite our many sins, 

 Jesus loves us, cares for us,  

Leading us into God’s family. 

Removing the specks of sin from our life. 

If this is how humble, gentle and patient Jesus is with us. 

If this is how loving, compassionate and kind he is with us. 

   Even laying down his life for our good. 

Can we have the same attitude, the same mind as Jesus 

 In our relationships with others? 

  Those in the church and those in the community? 
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PPT 

Matt 5-7 The Sermon on the Mount 

6:1-18 Right Religion: Don’t be a hypocrite 

6:19-34 Right Priorities: Seek first God’s Kingdom. 

7:1-12 Right Relationships: Do unto others… 

-- 

Matt 7:1-12 Right Relationships 

• With Christian's (v1-5) 

• With non-Christian's (v6) 

• The Power of Prayer (v7-11) 

• The Golden Rule (v12) 

-- 

Matt 7:1-12 Right Relationships 

With Christians: help remove specks 

With non-Christians: share the gospel 

Use love, humility, gentleness, wisdom 

No judgmentalism, superiority, hypocrisy 


