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Opening Illustration – Keeping the Law 

I’m sure most of us have seen the game show Family Feud.1 

 Remember how it works? 

100 people are surveyed on a series of questions 

& the contestants guess the most popular answers. 

In one episode, the question was put: 

“How many of the ten commandments  

have you broken this month?” 

100 Americans answer how many of the 10 commandment 

have they broken this month? 

I wonder how you would answer that question? 

How do you think the average American responds? 

One contestant, guessed the answer was 7. 

  The host thought this was outrageous…  

Play Video (2:37-3:33) 

Ask 100 Americans: “How many of the ten commandments  

have you broken this month?” 

The most common answer: 1 Commandment. 

I wonder how people surveyed said zero… 

 How many believe they’ve kept God’s law perfectly… 

But what surprises me most in this brief clip, 

 Are not the answers given,  

But the manner of the Gam Show host… As if it’s all a big joke…  

Breaking God’s law is a big laughing matter… 

Friends, today we consider Jesus’ teaching on God’s law.  

 Let’s Pray 

 
1 https://corechristianity.com/resource-library/articles/how-many-of-the-ten-commandments-do-americans-think-theyve-broken-this-month 
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Part ONE – A Perfect Father 

We’re making our way through Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 

 Today we look at a big section: vs17-48, 

The plan is to start at the end & work our way back. 

First, Our heavenly Father is perfect.  

This is Jesus’ conclusion in v48: 

 your heavenly Father is perfect.  

The Lord is perfectly good, perfectly loving, perfectly gracious. 

 He is perfect in wisdom and knowledge and strength. 

  This is the God we worship, serve and obey. 

He is perfect, and if God is perfect  

His laws & commandments must be perfect!  

James, the brother of Jesus says: 1:25 

whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, 

and continues in it… they will be blessed in what they do.  

Do you see: God’s law is perfect, and obedience to it  

    Brings freedom and blessing. 

The BCP has a famous prayer called the collect for peace.  

It prays: Serving God is perfect freedom. 

And the Apostle John says in his 1st letter:  

God’s commands are not burdensome. 

Here’s the point: Our Heavenly Father is perfect.  

And his law & commands are perfect for us… 

  He created us. 

  He knows what’s best for us. 

  He loves and cares for us. 

So when he gives us his commandments to obey…  

It’s a good thing… they’re good for us. 
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Illustration – Resisting God’s Commands 

After a long absence up Mount Sinai,  

Moses comes down the mountain to the people. 

He’s bearing the stone tablets 

  With the 10 commandments inscribed on them.  

Moses yells to the Israelites: 

 I’ve got some good news… and I’ve got some bad news: 

  Which do you want first? 

The good news! The people cry. 

“I got him from 15 commandments down to 10!” 

 “Hallelujah!” The crowd shout. “And the bad news?” 

He wouldn’t budge on adultery… it’s still in there… 

Now obviously, that’s a joke. It didn’t happen that way. 

 And it’s kind of funny. But it’s kind of not. 

Because it reveals the way humanity resists and doubt God. 

  We don’t like or trust his commandments, 

   And so we want as few as possible. 

We don’t always believe God is perfect. 

We don’t always believe his law are perfect. 

That he wants and commands what’s best for us. 

 And because we don’t believe it, we don’t obey it. 

 

Kids Illustration:  

Tobasco Sauce 

 A sign of maturity: accepting no from your father.  
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Illustration – Obey Good Commandments 

When the mechanic advises you: 

For this car you must use specific fuel and oil, 

  You would be wise to obey him. 

   He knows what’s best for your car.  

When the doctor directs you: 

 Take this medication and do these exercises. 

  You would be wise to obey her.  

   She knows what’s best for you. 

When the road signs says: 

 Slow down, black ice on the road, 

  You would be wise to obey the sign. 

   It’s there for your safety! 

And when our perfect heavenly father  

gives us his perfect law & commandments 

 We would be wise to obey him.  

  They are in our best interests. 

 

Understanding this truth, 

 Really unlocks a key to our obedience.  

  The most blessed and free and joyful life, 

   Is a life of obedience.  

God isn’t up there trying to stop us from having fun.  

 He’s not some inflexible autocrat our bully. 

  He wants what’s best for us. 

  He wants what’s best for his creation. 

   And so he tells us how to live.  
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Apologetic – An Imperfect World 

Consider Jesus’ teaching in this section alone. 

Imagine a world where there’s no anger or hatred. 

 No name-calling:  

 No mocking, belittling, disdaining, resenting people. 

A world where people tell truth, keep their vows, 

  Remain faithful to their spouses.  

A world where people refuse to retaliate:  

There’s no eye for eye, tooth for tooth. 

 But a world where people seek peace and reconciliation 

    And even love their enemies… 

Imagine a world like that… 

Who would love to live in a world like that? 

 There wouldn’t be any war or violence; 

  No relationship breakdowns. 

   No law-suits.  

Friends, this is life in the Kingdom of God. 

 The perfect God who gives perfect commandments. 

  And if they’re perfectly obeyed  

It would be a perfect world.  

So often people look at how broken and divided our world is, 

 And they want to blame God and religion for it.  

But the truth is, the world is broken and divided 

 Because we reject God and his law; because we sin. 

  Because there isn’t enough true religion  

that Jesus teaches. 
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Part TWO – Imperfect Children 

Point ONE – God our Heavenly Father is Perfect.  

Point TWO – We his Children must be perfect.  

    Again, it’s there in v48: 

Jesus says to his followers, those in the kingdom, 

 Those adopted into God’s family: 

 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

Jesus isn’t teaching anything new here… 

 The same command is there in the OT:  

The Lord commands his people Israel:  

Be Holy for I am Holy. Lev 11:45.  

 

In v20 Jesus puts it like this: 

I tell you that unless your righteousness  

surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law,  

you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  

The teachers of the law, the Scribes 

  Were the official interpreters of the Mosaic law, 

The Pharisees were the  

extremely legalistic keepers of the Mosaic law. 

And Jesus says: 

 To enter God’s kingdom, 

  Your righteousness must surpass theirs! 

  Your righteousness must be greater  

than the Jewish religious leaders. 
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Not only must we keep the 6th Commandment: 

 Thou shalt do no murder… 

  Now we can’t even be angry at people, 

  No disdaining, belittling or calling names. 

Not only do we have to keep the 7th Commandment: 

 Thou shalt not commit adultery.  

  We can’t even have lustful thoughts! 

Not only do we have to keep the 9th Commandment: 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour 

  We must be faithful to everything we say.  

   We must be true to every word spoken. 

Not only do we have to love our neighbours, 

  We even have to love our enemies. 

  We have to turn the other check, 

   Go the extra mile! 

  Give up our own rights for the sake of others. 

In fact God won’t even accept our offerings  

if we are holding a grudge 

and not reconciled with our brother or sister.  

 

Application – Little Sins and Big Sins 

Jesus clearly teaches we don’t just avoid the big sins… 

 We must also keep ‘the least of these commands’ in v19. 

  Even the little, minor sins matter to God: 

   Perfection means, not even a hint of sin… 
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It doesn’t mean all these sins are equal in God’s eyes. 

 Of course murder is worse  

than anger or calling someone a fool. 

 Of course adultery is worse than lust. 

But they’re on the same spectrum of sin. 

There’s a trajectory to sin… 

 

People don’t generally wake up in the morning, 

  And suddenly decide to murder someone.  

When was the last time you woke up and thought to yourself: 

 Today I’m going to be a rascist. 

 Today my road rage will be so bad,  

I’m going to abuse someone. 

When was the last time you woken up thinking that? 

 It doesn’t happen like that right? 

No! Murder, Racism, Abuse are the end result  

of a long process of sinful attitudes. 

Think of your anger and hatred like a seed. 

If you plant that seed of anger in good soil. 

If you cultivate your anger: 

  Water it regularly, feed it some fertilizer.  

 That anger grows into something 

  Far greater than the original seed: 

   Slander, Gossip, Racism, sexism,  

Abuse, even murder. 
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The same process can be seen in adultery and having an affair. 

Adultery isn’t usually a spontaneous unplanned event. 

No it’s a culminating decision in a long list  

of terrible, self-centered decisions. 

  If the seed of lust is planted and cultivated  

in someone’s thoughts and heart. 

It’s not hard to imagine how lust easily grows  

into something far greater than the original thought: 

 Pornagraphy, adultery, even rape… 

One small, minor, seemingly insignificant hidden sin  

 Leading to a big, devastating, life-destroying sin. 

From little things, big things grow… 

Application question for you to reflect on:  

What are the little, hidden sins in your life? 

 Are they growing into bigger, destructive sins? 

 

Explanation – Why the Perfect Standard 

So clearly Jesus, this new rabbi on the block, 

 The long-awaited Jewish Messiah,  

Takes God’s law to a far higher level. 

Takes God’s law to its true conclusion. 

The scribes are wrong in their interpretation of the law. 

The pharisees fall short of the standard  

in their legalistic external obedience of the law: 

The life Jesus expects of his followers is  

Righteousness; Perfection. 

   Both in our external actions. 

    And our internal motives. 
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Why perfection? Why must we be perfect? 

When the Lord made humanity, he created us in his image. 

 As humans – male and female –  

We are meant to image God. 

We are meant to reflect God.  

So if God is perfect, then we must be perfect. 

 We are children of God – like father like son. 

 

But sin is a failure to reflect God’s perfect character.  

For example, when we don’t keep our word & break our oaths  

 Our life, our example declares: this is what God’s like. 

   His word isn’t true, he can’t be trusted, 

    He doesn’t keep his promises. 

So we’re called to reflect the perfection of God in our lives.  

 & sin is when we reflect something far less than perfect 

   And God’s glory is diminished. 

 

Application 

This is why Jesus later teaches that (Matt 22:36-40) 

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these 2 commandments: 

   Love God and Love your neighbour. 

God is love. 

 The Tri-une God is a community of love 

   Between Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

  Everything God does is motivated by love. 

And so to be perfect.. to perfectly reflect God… 

 To perfectly obey his perfect law… is to love… 

  Love God and love others. 
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Obviously, if we love God and love others, 

 We will obey the 10 Commandments. 

 We will obey Jesus’ teaching here. 

  But a failure to obey is really a failure to love.  

 

Part THREE – A Perfect Son 

Point ONE – God our Heavenly Father is Perfect.  

Point TWO – We his Children must be perfect.  

 But we’re not perfect are we? 

  How often have we broken God’s commands? 

I dare say more often than the average American thinks… 

 

So imagine the followers of Jesus listening to his teaching… 

Does their heart sink because it’s an impossible standard? 

 Do followers of Christ  

now pack up their belongings and go home? 

 They simply can’t do what Jesus calls for… 

 They know – we know – we’re not perfect. 

So where to now?  

     Is there any hope for us? 

 

Friends, the key, the answer is v17. 

 We see the perfect Son of God: 

“Do not think that I have come  

to abolish the Law or the Prophets;  

I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
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Remember, when Jesus preaches this sermon  

it comes at a significant moment in his ministry. 

He’s been going around Galilee, 

  Preaching, teaching, healing. 

He’s developed a big following among the Jews. 

 Large crowds from everywhere have come to see & hear 

But I wonder: where does Jesus stand on traditional Judaism? 

 

Now that Jesus – the Jewish Messiah has come. 

 It doesn’t mean the law & the prophets are abolished. 

  They still stand has God’s Holy Scripture. 

However, now that Jesus – the Jewish Messiah has come. 

 It does mean the law and prophets have been fulfilled… 

 

Illustration 

What does it mean that Jesus fulfills God’s law? 

Well, let’s work with an analogy: 

How do we fulfill the Australian law? 

 There are two ways to fulfill the law: 

  You either keep the law. You follow it; obey it. 

  Or you pay the penalty for breaking the law.  

It’s really that simple… to fulfil the law  

you either obey the law  

or pay the penalty for breaking it. 

 You either stick to the speed limit. 

 Or you pay the fine and suffer the consequences 

  For breaking the speed limit 

   Like I had to last year…  
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Now let’s apply this same logic to Jesus. 

 How does Jesus fulfil God’s law?  

The good news is he fulfills it both ways… 

He perfectly obeys God’s law. 

 Every element of the law,  

every minute detail and finer point.  

Every jot and tiddle he keeps. 

 He is perfectly faithful to the law in its entirety.  

  No hatred… no belittling or disdaining anyone. 

  Not a single lustful thought his entire life. 

  Every word he speaks is true. 

   He’s faithful to every promise he makes. 

  And he never retaliates: 

   He quite literally turns the other cheek. 

    And loves his enemies to the end. 

Jesus fulfills God’s law by perfectly obeying it... 

BUT… Jesus also fulfills God’s law  

By paying the penalty for breaking it doesn’t he? 

 He died on the cross for us…   

  To pay the penalty for our sin. 

  The penalty we owe for breaking God’s law. 

Remember the final words Jesus spoke on the cross? 

“It is finished”. 

In the original Greek language it’s one word: Τετέλεσται 

 Scholars have discovered that the same Greek word 

Was often written on ancient receipts and bills. 

   Indicating the bill had been paid in full… 

   The debt had been paid off… it is finished. 
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Well, on the cross Jesus paid in full the debt we owed to God 

    Because of our law-breaking. 

 He suffered the penalty for our sin,  

  And therefore God’s law has been fulfilled… 

 

Friends, do you see? Jesus fulfills God’s law, for us… 

 As his followers  

  We’re given his perfect righteousness… 

   His perfect obedience is imputed to us… 

And we will never pay the penalty for our sin.  

  Because Jesus has already paid it… 

 Our disobedience was imputed to him. 

 

And therefore, because Jesus has fulfilled God’s law for: 

obedience to his law is a matter of grace and not guilt. 

When we fall short of God’s perfect standard. 

When we fail to follow Jesus and his teaching here: 

  A lustful thought; 

  A broken promise; 

  An untrue word; 

  A hateful thought… 

When we disobey and sin, 

 We don’t need to be crushed under the weight of guilt. 

 But we can be lifted up by God’s grace and forgiveness. 
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Application 

B+S, let me sum-up the lessons for us: 

Seek to obey God’s perfect law in everything   

Seek to follow Jesus’ teaching and example 

because it’s good for you. 

 It leads to freedom and blessing. 

 Strive for perfection… Live like Jesus. 

  Reflect the love of the Tri-une God in your life. 

 

But when you stumble, 

when you disobey and break God’s law… 

 Whether it’s a big one like murder or adultery, 

 Or a smaller, hidden one like lust or a white lie… 

When you sin, return to the Lord… 

  Because Jesus fulfilled the law for you… 

Your father in heaven is gracious and merciful. 

He will forgive you through the sacrifice of his son. 

He will help you through the power of his Spirit. 

 

God is perfect; his law is perfect; his Son is perfect: 

 Therefore let us strive for perfect obedience. 

 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 
Jesus & God’s Law 

v48 A Perfect Heavenly Father 

God’s Law is Perfect 

v18-48 The (Im)Perfect Children of God 

Love fulfills God’s law 

v17 The Perfect Son of God 

Jesus fulfills God’s law 


