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Opening Illustration 

Death of a Miser is a 15thC painting by Hieronymus Bosch. 

 It can be found in Washington’s National gallery of Art. 

The foreground of the painting depicts the miser in full health:  

He’s storing up, accumulating gold in his money chest. 

It’s depicted with demons all over it. 

In the background death looms over the miser in robes.  

 The Miser’s final hours have now arrived,  

and with them, one final temptation. 

An angel is at his side,  

pointing the miser to a crucifix in the window: 

  A slender beam of light descends from it. 

Does the Miser reach out to Jesus, to the light,  

to heaven in his final moments? 

No: the Miser is reaches for a bag of gold  

offered to him by a demon lurking in the shadows.  

 

The Miser’s folly is spectacular. 

 Sir, you’re on your deathbed. 

  Within an hour you will have left this world 

  And you cannot take all your treasure with you!  

What are you thinking? 

What are you doing? 

 

Friends here we see a powerful depiction of Jesus’ teaching  

in vs19-24.  

Let’s Pray 
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Explanation – 2 Kinds of Treasure 

There are 2 kinds Treasure: vs 19—21 

 The fading treasures of this earth, 

  That are destroyed, stolen, lost.  

 And the eternal treasures of heaven.   

  That cannot be destroyed or stolen.  

When the Pharaoh’s of ancient Egypt died, 

They were buried with all their riches.  

Even buried with their slaves, 

 Expecting to take them to the afterlife, 

Which of course is false! It’s foolish! 

Ecc 5: Everyone comes naked from their mother’s womb,  

         and as everyone comes, so they depart.  

The treasures we accumulate on earth,  

we cannot take with us into the next life. 

But the treasures God rewards us in heaven,  

are waiting for us on the other side of death, 

And will endure forever.  

 

Where is the Miser storing his treasure? 

Clearly, the Miser has stored up his treasure on earth. 

And about this, Jesus makes the profound observation in v21:  

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also! 

Where we store our treasure,  

 Sets the direction of our heart,  

It determines the course of our entire life.  

 Our heart is either set on heaven, 

 Or it is grounded, anchored on earth.  
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Illustration 

What Jesus says is a matter of basic physics.  

Think of the sun and the planets that orbit it: 

The greater the mass,  

The greater the hold that mass exerts. 

So the more treasure we have on earth:  

the more things we own  

the greater our savings account is  

the bigger and more expensive our house is  

the fancier and faster our car is  

the smarter and more powerful our technology is  

the greater their total mass—  

The greater they grip us,  

Setting us in orbit around them.  

  Wesley illustration  

Our earthly treasure: Our wealth:  

Our money, property and possessions  

can become like a black hole 

Which sucks us in in we’re not careful. 

 

This is the miser! He’s been sucked in.  

   His life orbits his earthly wealth. 

    Even til his final breath.  

Where his treasure is, that’s where his heart is… on earth! 

His heart is simply following his treasure.  

 Friends, where are we storing our treasure? 
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Explanation – 2 Kinds of Vision 

There are 2 kinds Vision: vs22-23 

 Unhealthy eyes.  

  Eyes full of greed, envy, covetousness. 

 And healthy eyes.   

  Eyes that are generous and content.  

And Jesus says: greedy, unhealthy eyes are dark. They’re blind. 

 While generous, healthy eyes are full of light.  

 

Illustration 

Many of you would be familiar with J Paul Getty. 

 The multi-billionaire oil tycoon.  

 One of the wealthiest men to ever live.  

  In 1973 his grandson is kidnapped  

     And held for ransom. 

I wasn’t born, but I’ve seen the movie titled  

All the Money in the World 

In the movie, J Paul Getty’s character  

is almost always depicted in darkness. 

 His wealth, his greed, has blinded him. 

 He refuses to pay the ransom for his grandson. 

  He’s morally bankrupt. 

  His soul is deeply sick. 

Ecc 5: I have seen a grievous evil under the sun:  

         wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners, 
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This is the Miser isn’t it? 

He’s been blinded by his wealth, his greed… 

Even on his deathbed he searches for gold over Christ.  

He’s lost in darkness.  

He’s a sick man to be pitied.  

 

Application 

It’s interesting that of the ways we sin,  

Greed is unique: Greed has extraordinary power to blind us. 

Generally we’re pretty good at recognising sin in our life… 

 If we’re murdering someone, we’re aware of it. 

If we’re stealing. If we’re inflamed with lust.  

If we lack self-control when it comes to alcohol,  

  We recognise the sin & can admit it’s a problem. 

But there’s something about greed that’s different.  

Statistics reveal that 

  Very few Christian’s ever admit they’re greedy. 

 

Tim Keller, Presbyterian minister in New York, 

 Did a teaching series on the 7 deadly sins. 

His wife Kathy observed: 

 You will get the biggest audience  

when you teach on the deadly sin of lust. 

 And you will get the smallest audience 

  When you teach about the sin of greed. 

    Sure enough she’s right! 
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Do you get the point? As a general principle 

 We tend to think we are less greedy than we are. 

  And believe we are more generous than we are. 

How do we justify this? 

By comparing ourselves to others… 

 We find people who we know are greedy. 

  People who we know aren’t generous 

And we think to ourselves: I’m not like them. 

 Therefore I must be generous & certainly not greedy…  

We compare ourselves to those we know are below us  

So that we can feel good about ourselves… 

Friends, I’m not having a go at you… I’m in the same boat here. 

Jesus is revealing to us our human psychology:  

Wealth and greed blinds us… 

Friends, what are we seeking? 

 Let’s not be deceived and blinded by greed… 

  Do we have healthy eyes; are we generous? 

 

Explanation – 2 Kinds of Master 

There are 2 kinds of Masters: 

 Money… Or as the KJV translates it: Mammon, 

 Mammon is a transliteration from Aramaic: 

  It’s means wealth, property, possessions. 

Mammon is all these things personified.  

   As though it’s an idol, a god. 

So we can serve, love & devote ourselves to Mammon. 

Or we can serve, love, & devoted ourselves to God. 
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Illustration 

Bob Dylan once sang:  

 You're gonna have to serve somebody. 

Jesus is making this same point: 

 Choose this day who you will serve:  

God or Money.  

You can’t serve both: 

 You can’t have split allegiance. 

It might be possible to have two employers. 

   But it’s not possible to have two masters. 

It’s like trying to support both Collingwood and Richmond  

in the AFL Grand Final.  

Or like fighting for the Axis and the Allies  

in WW2 at the same time. 

  It’s not possible. It can’t work.  

   In the end, you have to pick a side. 

Jesus teaches it’s the same with God and money.  

 We have to choose where our ultimate allegiance lies. 

The Miser’s choice is clear: He’s serving Mammon. 

 His life, his devotion, his love is for gold, wealth, 

     And not Jesus.  

 

Application 

But notice, it’s a choice of who we serve… 

Clearly the gold isn’t serving the Miser:  

It’s the other way round: The Miser is serving the gold. 

The gold is in charge and calling the shots… 
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At the airport, Hugh Maclellan sees an acquaintance  

who looks troubled. “What’s the matter?” Hugh askes.  

The man sighs. “I thought  

I was finally going to have a weekend to myself.  

But now I have to go supervise repairs  

on my holiday house in Florida.”  

Dejected, the man sits waiting to take off in his private jet.  

Here’s a man with everything he needs,  

with what most people dream of;  

yet he can’t even enjoy his weekend.  

He’s enslaved by his holiday house.  

We think we own our possessions, our money, our wealth. 

 But too often they own us! 

Friends, who are we serving? Who’s our master? 

      God? Or Money? 

 

Summing-Up 

With these short punchy sayings, Jesus asks his disciples: 

   In his great SOTM: 

 There are 2 treasures. 2 visions. 2 masters. 

And to be a follower of Jesus is to choose God… 

Followers of Jesus aren’t storing, seeking, serving  

 Wealth, money, possessions, property, holidays, toys.  

Followers of Jesus are storing, seeking, serving God? 

  His kingdom, his righteousness, his rewards? 
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Application – Do Not Worry 

So, do we all need to become monks now? 

    Is that what Jesus is teaching? 

 Do we now give up all earthly wealth and possessions? 

  This might actually suit some of you! 

  But the monk life isn’t for me… 

Jesus’ isn’t that the things of this earth are all bad. 

 But that absolutely are if they become our first priority! 

If we start loving our money and possessions more than God 

   We have a serious problem… 

     We become like the Miser. 

Our love, our service, our devotion to God must come first.  

God trumps our money, our possessions, our property. 

 

Do Not Worry 

This is why Jesus goes on to say in vs25-34: Do not worry. 

do not worry  

about your life, what you will eat or drink;  

or about your body, what you will wear.  

The one who trusts in money, in wealth is prone to worry.  

      Ecc 5 The sleep of a laborer is sweet,  

         whether they eat little or much,  

         but as for the rich,  

their abundance permits them no sleep.  
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Aint that the truth! 

Listen to some of the wealthiest people of their day:  

“The care of $200 million is enough to kill anyone.  

There is no pleasure in it.” W.H Vanderbilt.  

“I have made many millions, but they have brought  

me no happiness.” John Rockefeller. 

“Millionaires seldom smile.” Andrew Carnegie. 

I was happier when doing a mechanic’s job. Henry Ford 

My personal favourite: 

“I am the most miserable man on earth.”  

 John Jacob Astor. 

 

Those who trust in wealth are full of worry and misery…  

 Why? Jesus tells us: 

Is not life more than food,  

and the body more than clothes? 

Friends, there’s more to life  

than money, possessions, property. 

 These things can’t fulfill us: 

Ecc 5 Whoever loves money never has enough;  

         whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income…  
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In the movie I mentioned, billionaire J Paul Getty says  

he can’t afford the ransom for his beloved grandson. 

  Things are too volatile in his business. 

His assistant can’t believe it…  

But sir, what will it take for you to feel more secure?  

The assistant asks. 

How does J Paul Getty answer? More! 

This is the wealthiest man in the world! But he needs more… 

We’ve heard stories of lottery winners  

who are more miserable after winning  

than they were before.  

The wealth they dreamed would bring them happiness  

didn’t! Not even close.  

 

Friends, we know this… wealth isn’t the answer! 

Those who pursue wealth: 

 Who make money, property possessions their priority… 

   They’re never satisfied… 

   They never have enough… 

They’re full of worry... 

But those who pursue the Lord and make him the priority 

 Have all that they need… 

  They’re content, they have rest, they’re satisfied. 

Ps 103      Praise the LORD, my soul;  

         who satisfies your desires with good things  
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Seek First God’s Kingdom and His Righteousness 

Jesus gives his disciples three images to consider: 

 v26 Look at the birds of the air;  

they do not sow or reap or store away in barns,  

and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  

 

v28 Look at the flowers of the field grow.  

They do not labor or spin.  

Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor  

was dressed like one of these. 

 

v31 Look at the pagans anxiously running around and asking 

What shall we eat? What shall we drink? What shall we wear? 

 

& after each image, each example, Jesus assures his followers. 

Look at the birds in the air… 

 Aren’t you so much more valuable to God than they? 

Does your savings account value you? 

Does your car or your house care about you? 

   Of course they don’t! They’re inanimate!  

 But does your heavenly father value you? 

Of course he does!  

More than you can possibly imagine. 

 

Look at the beautiful flowers and grass in the field… 

 If God so provides for them,  

which is here today and gone tomorrow 

Won’t he provide for you also? Of course he will! 
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Look at the pagans who trust in their useless idols. 

 Don’t be like them…  

Your God is the creator of the universe! 

He owns the cattle on a thousand hills. Ps50 

 He knows what you need and is able to provide…  

  This is why we can pray:  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Because we don’t pray to a useless, inanimate idol. 

 We pray to a loving, powerful heavenly father. 

 

And so Jesus concludes, don’t worry it. But v33 

seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,  

and all these things will be given to you as well. 

If we make our priority, if we seek first money, wealth.  

 Our life will be full of worry. 

  We’ll never be satisfied or content.  

But when we make God our priority 

 When we seek first his Kingdom and his righteousness. 

  Our life will be full of rest. 

   We will be content. Satisfied. Provided for. 
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Final Encouragement 

Brothers and Sisters,  

In the end God isn’t interested in our money. 

It’s his already. God created everything and owns everything. 

 God doesn’t want our money,  

  He isn’t looking for more donors.  

He doesn’t need our Money to achieve his purposes. 

He’s not like Vicars, wardens and parish councillors, 

 Who always seem to fret about church finances. 

  God’s not worried! 

  God’s sovereign! 

   It’s a simple thing for him to raise funds! 

So this isn’t merely another church sermon 

about money & being generous. 

 No! It’s a sermon about our priorities! Our heart! 

Remember v21:  

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

Yes! God’s wants us to be generous… 

 Not so he can get our money. 

 But so he can get our hearts… 

God didn’t send his son to the cross to save our wallets:  

He sent Jesus to save us… people. 

  God’s looking for children:  

  He’s seeking a family; a relationship. 

God’s not interested in our money… 

He wants our heart! Our love! Our lives! Our devotion! 

So where is our treasure? Is it in our wealth? Or is it in God? 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  


